
CORCORAN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY AREA

The Corcoran Environmental Study Area is a largely wooded, 206 acre tract of land
administered by the Maryland Park Services as a nature preserve for educational,
scientific, and esthetic purposes. lt is being managed in a manner which will minimize
the influence of man and permit nature to achieve its own ends.

PAST LAND USE
As you walk through the Corcoran Environmental Study Area you will notice old
drainage ditches, furrows, and fence lines. Originally this land was cleared of its
forests, which accounts for the lack of stumps today, and used for farming. Corn and
tobacco being the main crops grown. Over the years the fields were neglected by man,
probably because of land ownership changes, and one by one they gradually reverted
to their naturalforested condition. These old fields can be readily distinguished from
other overgrown fields and timber stands by differences in tree sizes. AII of the trees on
a particular field are of the same age and height. Little, if any, of the forest today is as
the first colonist's saw it in 1650.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Quakers, escaping religious persecution in Virginia, were some of the first colonies to
come to this section of Maryland. First settlement of the Broad Neck Hundred, the area
of Anne Arundel County between the Severn River and the Magothy River, occurred in

the summer of 1649. During the next winter James Homewood, a Quaker, patented a
21A acre parcel of land, known as "Homewood's Lott." Two of the original survey
markers of "Homewood's Lott" lie within the boundary of the Corcoran Tract.

Soon after arriving in Maryland James Homewood died, leaving this parcel of land to his
son, John. John was leading figure in early Maryland, being a leader in the Friends
Society and a delegate to the Colonial GeneralAssembly.

Over the years the ownership of the Corcoran Environmental Study Area has changed
many times. ln the 1920's the southeast section was part of a housing subdivision
called Tydings Farm, however, it was never developed. At the same time the north
section was maintained as a private nature preserve. ln 1966 the State of Maryland
consolidated ownership of the present Corcoran Environmental Study Area. lt was at
this time that the State obtained a 133 acre traci of land from Edward Corcoran, for
whom the Study Area is now named. The present area is made up of this tract along a
73 acre tract obtained in the original purchase of Sandy Point State Park in 1949.


